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Today, the COVID19 pandemic has not only completely changed the social,
economic, and cultural situation around the world, but has also had a significant impact
on the form of learning in society. The implementation of measures to combat the
spread of coronavirus infection has led to an increase in forced social distancing and
the transition from personal to digital contacts. The changes affected, among other
things, higher education, which in our country has traditionally used more personal
communication in the learning process. In fact, the whole world was forced to switch
to distance learning [1,2].

Distance learning (from the Latin Distantia — distance) is an international term,
sometimes interpreted as "distance education”. Denotes purposeful and methodically
organized management of educational and cognitive activities and development of
persons who are at a distance from the educational institution and therefore do not come
into constant contact with its teaching staff. It is practiced in two forms, usually
combined in different combinations: a) through correspondence, during which the
teacher adjusts and controls the development of the educational program; b) through
the media — lectures and instructions, audiovisual materials, individual telephone
consultations. Distance technologies are used in both formal and non-formal education
[3,4].

Distance education — education that is fully or partially carried out using
computers and telecommunications technologies and tools. The subject of distance
education is at a distance from the teacher, and / or teaching aids, and / or educational
resources. It is carried out with the predominance in the educational process of distance
learning technologies, forms, methods and means of learning, as well as with the use
of information and educational arrays of the Internet [4].

Also, in addition to the Internet, a popular technology is to send students
educational content (electronic and paper textbooks, lecture video courses, video
seminars, etc.). With the help of the system "university teleport - satellite - student's
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satellite antenna - TV". This technology is interactive: in real time students take a
knowledge test, consult with teachers and more [3,4].

As you know, this system is not new; in the late 1980s, scientific progress began
to actively develop. The country has a new technique and means of communication
that simplify the process of interaction between people: there are new ways of
transmitting information, satellite communications. In fact, science has allowed
humanity to overcome the distance barrier: it became possible to communicate and
receive services from different parts of the planet. Now, thanks to Internet
technologies, a person not only communicates, but also receives an education or
develops his own business, without leaving home walls. Even 20-30 years ago they
could not think about it [4,5,6].

The first university to offer distance learning opened in 1969 in the UK. In
Russia, such programs began operating much later - in 1997. Now, in order to be in
demand and qualified, it is important to keep up with the times, constantly develop,
learn, master new technologies and put them into practice. Distance education helps to
achieve success [6].

Eurostat claims that the market has grown in the next five years, but still not
enough to call it a full-fledged analogue of the classical system - in 2019, before the
epidemic, only 13% of people in Europe tried at least one of the online education
products. The remaining 87% considered them ineffective or knew very little about
such projects [7].

In February 2020, Knowledge Sourcing Intelligence published a study of the
global EdTech market with a forecast for the period 2020-2025. Experts analyzed the
growth dynamics of online education in all regions of the world and came to the
conclusion that the entire industry should almost double in 2025. According to analysts,
the potential market size should be about $ 350 billion. Of course, all statistical
information was collected before the start of quarantine, because now the market is
growing so rapidly that predictions may come true in 2021. Based on the dynamics of
the development of individual companies, the market growth rates exceed all the
expectations of professionals [8,9].

The COVID19 pandemic has given such a powerful healing impetus to the entire
field of online education that now it is developing at an enormous pace and everyone
has the opportunity to find something useful for themselves in it [9].

Thus, among the advantages of this method of obtaining education, one can note:
obtaining new knowledge at a convenient time for him; provision of material remotely,
therefore the educational process does not depend on the location of the student; the
student independently sets the pace of learning; mastering new technologies and means
of communication; receiving assistance at any time, mobility and efficiency between
teachers and students; development of self-discipline and self-education; saving time
and money; instant access to lectures, libraries and other electronic resources; getting
an education regardless of social status, health status, financial situation, e.t.c.
[10,11,12].

But in addition to the advantages of distance education, there are also
disadvantages that need to be paid attention to and find, at least partially, ways to solve
them. The disadvantages of distance education include the following: a student needs
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to plan his time correctly in order to fully assimilate new material and acquire new
skills; lack of direct contact with the teaching staff and group members; lack of an
individual approach; difficulties in taking into account the characteristics of the
individual, her abilities and capabilities; constant internet access; lack or small amount
of practical training aimed at the implementation of theoretical foundations in life;
when completing written assignments, a student is far from always able to correctly
and fully give an answer in writing, since not all thoughts can be fit on paper; for a
teacher it is, first of all, the impossibility of controlling the student's independent
performance of the task.

The author's experience of using distance learning technologies in the process of
teaching the discipline "Pediatrics" for 4th and 6th year students of the Faculty of
Medicine at the Odessa National Medical University testifies to the expediency of
using this form of education. Since distance learning for future doctors has both its
advantages and disadvantages, therefore, in the study of clinical disciplines, the full-
time-distance form of education can be considered the most successful, which
optimally combines the advantages of full-time and distance learning, traditional and
innovative learning technologies.

For example, using the positive aspects of distance learning, it is possible to use
the theoretical part of training in an online format (lectures, seminars, discussions,
polls, etc.). This would contribute to the significant development of both the student
and the teacher. At the same time, students, like teachers, have the opportunity to more
expediently manage their time, directing it to a more complete and high-quality receipt
of professional information. It also allows you to master new skills, including from
foreign colleagues, to acquire professional new knowledge in the field of science and
technology, to gain useful and important experience of colleagues from different parts
of the world, to undergo an internship, which also contributes to the development of
medical science in general.

Yes, many positive changes came to us along with the online form of education
and, of course, there are also disadvantages here, but as for a doctor, it is the
impossibility of obtaining knowledge to work out in practice. Although, there are
certain proposals, in my opinion, that could, at least partially, but also reduce the lack
of practice among students.

Firstly, it is to organize the possibility of online communication between a doctor
and a teacher of the department, a student and a patient. That will contribute to the
formation of the student's skills of practical communication with the patient, the
collection of anamnesis of the disease and the development of clinical thinking.

Secondly, training videos with practical skills are supplemented with videos
from hospitals and outpatient clinics in the workplace in real conditions with patients,
so that students have the opportunity to observe not only the practical skills worked out
on simulation materials, but also in the realities of the doctor's practice.

Thirdly, to conduct online clinical analyzes of the patient according to the
thematic lesson plan at the clinical department. This will contribute to a much better
assimilation by the student of the acquired theoretical knowledge on a particular
disease.
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Also, taking into account the COVID19 pandemic and measures to combat the
spread of coronavirus infection, organize the possibility of the presence of students in
the clinic at clinical sites in compliance with the quarantine regime, which, of course,
requires an increase in the number of clinical bases of the department, but allows the
student to receive the necessary practical part of the material being studied.

Thus, taking into account our own experience of distance education in the field of
medicine, the most successful can be considered a full-time and distance learning form
that optimally combines the advantages of full-time and distance learning, traditional
and innovative learning technologies, and fully takes into account the needs of future
doctors in both theoretical and practical component of clinical disciplines.
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